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The Lyden Magazine – May 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am sitting at my desk writing this letter to you on Good Friday. At the 
moment the sun is shining in a bright blue sky, with the birds singing and 
buds on the fruit trees. Later today the cross will be carried from St Mary’s 
Church Bishopstone to the top of the hill. People will take turns to carry the 
cross and readings and prayers will be said at each stop along the way. 

The somberness of this day is followed by the triumphant cry of ‘He is 
Risen!’ on Easter Day. Without Easter Day there would be no Christian 
Church and so this day stands at the heart of our faith. 

I often think that these two events are very much like our lives, with all the 
ups and downs we face on our own journeys. The walk with the cross reminds us that we can, and 
should, walk alongside others in their times of trial and difficulty. And the joy of Easter reminds us 
that we can overcome them and find new life - new beginnings. 

By the time you read this, the Easter Eggs will have been eaten, the simnel cake and hot cross buns 
finished. However, there will be signs of new life all around us. Let us open our eyes to see them 
and find our spirits lifted and refreshed. 

Then we will be ready to look forward to the great celebrations of Her Majesty the Queen’s 70th 
Jubilee. It is so clear that she has faced many ups and downs during her reign, but her Christian faith 
remains as strong as ever. What a wonderful example of 
dedication she gives her people. 

I want to say 3 cheers for her Majesty, the head of the 
Church of England! 

 

With love and prayers 

Sandy 
 

 

 

Revd Sandy Railton: 01793 814162/07867 525641           Email: sandyrailton@icloud.com 

 

 

Many thanks to Sandy for preparing and offering all the services in the benefice during Holy  Week l  

Wanborough Church Warden 

about:blank
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Church Services May 2022 
 

Benefice of Lyddington and Wanborough and Bishopstone with Hinton Parva 

 

Sunday 1st May 10.30am St Swithun’s Hinton Parva  

 

Sunday 8th May 10.30am All Saints Liddington 

 

Sunday 15th May 10.30am St Mary’s Bishopstone 

 

Sunday 22nd May  10.30am St Andrew’s Wanborough 

 

Sunday 29th May  10.30am St Swithun’s Hinton Parva 

 

 

St.Andrew’s Church roof update  

As most people will know by now the lead from St. Andrew’s church roof was stolen in February. The exact date we are not 
sure of  but around about 17th .  

The police were informed but no joy  in  bringing the culprits to book  

Since then I have been busy sorting out a faculty (A faculty is a permissive right to undertake works to a church building or its 

contents) to enable us to repair all the damage.  

I applied for an emergency faculty (as did Bishopstone Church when their lead was stolen)  

This was granted on April 1st. On April 4th I was told that a full faculty was required before any work could commence. I have 
now submitted this and it will be considered on April 21st.  

It was decided at the PCC meeting to agree Tom Cripwell’s quote of £59.500 plus VAT for a tern coated steel roof, which brings 
it to around £71,000. and not replacing’ like for like’ lead roof costing £124.000 plus VAT. Tony Pullan has kindly agreed to 
recover the VAT.  

(3 Quotes were obtained as requested the Diocese).   

Until the full faculty has been granted no work can commence.  

Tom Cripwell was due to start in May and apologies are due to him for the delay.  

The church insurers have agreed to pay £7,500 for the roof repairs. This is the maximum they pay out  

I have photographed and sent the pictures of the internal damage , along with the quote for the repairs. This amounts to 
£5,000 plus VAT. This however is still pending.  

We we will need to do a great deal of fundraising .  If any of you  in the parish has any ideas that would be fantastic  ‘EVERY 
LITTLE HELPS’. Any support that you can give us in raising these funds would be much appreciated  

The Brewer’s Arm Pub - Coffee Morning 

Every Thursday 10.30 to noon,  

Coffee and cake at The Brewers, all welcome ! 
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Dates for your Diary - May 2022 

Save the Date - Future events in the Benefice 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  

Wanborough Farmers’ Market 

The next Wanborough Farmers’ Market and Community Connect 
Café will be on Saturday 21st May, 9am to midday, Wanborough 
village hall. We hope to see the usual traders:  fresh veg, fresh meat, 
home-cooked pies, Scotch eggs etc., oilseed rape oil, herbs and other plants, and a Tradecraft stall. Also 
Neil with his sharpening tools. For more information see www.wanborough.info or contact Sue Birley 
on 01793 790438 or sbirley@gn.apc.org  

Coffee Morning at the Farmers’ Market 21st May 2022 

Come and have a cup of coffee (or tea) and sample some home made 
cake at the Coffee Morning at the Farmers’ Market in May. A small 
team of us offer refreshments to all who come; we don’t charge but 
there’s an opportunity to donate if you want, to a different charity each 
month. Usually this is a local cause but in May, we’re going further 
afield – and supporting a charity in Ukraine.  

As well as somewhere between 3 and 4 million people fleeing Ukraine in this current crisis, there are something like 6 million 
displaced Ukrainians – people who have had to flee their homes but remain in the country. We know of a charity, UCM 
(Ukraine Christian Ministries) that is working with people who have lost everything; something that’s unimaginable to us.  

UCM is helping bring aid – food, clothing, shelter, showers, they are running kids clubs and bringing love, care and 
encouragement and much, much more to those who have remained.  

We look forward to seeing you  

Jo Pearse 

http://www.wanborough.info/
mailto:sbirley@gn.apc.org
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 Wanborough Parish Council 

Annual Parish Assembly - Monday 9th May 2022 

The Annual Parish Assembly will be held on Monday 
9th May 2022 at Wanborough Village Hall starting at 
7pm. 

At the start of the meeting we have a presentation 
from Headland Archaeology, lasting about for about an 
hour, providing details on what has been discovered 
during excavation works on the Southern Connector 

Road.  Please come along to hear what they have to say. They are also hoping 
to bring some artefacts with them to the meeting for you to see.  We are sure 
this will be a very interesting presentation. 

Councillors will present their annual reports and there will be an opportunity 
for residents to raise questions. 

All residents in Wanborough Parish are welcome to attend. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Village Maintenance  

We have started to carry out our annual checks of the village footpaths and the Handyman has started to clear 
some of the shrubbery and brambles that have started to encroach onto them.   Footpath 9 from Sharpes Farm to 
The Marsh has been cleared.  Footpath 23 from Honeyfield Farm to the bridge and stile has also been cleared. 

We are pleased to see the bridge and steps on Footpath 6 off Pack Hill have now been 
replaced after this was reported to Swindon Borough Council a while back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need to report any village maintenance issues to Parish Council then this can be done by contacting us 

directly as follows:- 

E-mail - Clerk@wanborough.info 

Mobile - 07588 769829, you can ring, text or send a WhatsApp message.  

Please provide as much information as possible; what you are reporting, location and add any photos you may 

have, but this isn’t essential.  

Please do not use Facebook to report maintenance issues as the Parish Clerk cannot keep track of these. 

 

Rodway Sculpture 

A concrete base and wooden stake has now been installed at the bottom of Rodway footpath, for 

the new sculpture to sit on and be secured in place. 

We are aiming to install the new sculpture, subject to weather conditions, near the end of May.  

Please look out on our website and Facebook page for further information. 

Bridge on footpath 23 
Footpath 23 from 

Honeyfield Farm to bridge 

Stile from Sharpes Farm to 

The Marsh 

New bridge & steps off Pack Hill 
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Highways 

Wanborough Road S278 Final Plans  

SBC Highways have approved and signed off the final S278 plans for Wanborough Road from Horpit crossroads to 
the new Redlands junction for the development site, then to the Southern Connector Road.  These plans include: 

• Installation of a new pavement along the east side of the road from Horpit, which then crosses over to the 
west side just after the new Redlands junction; 

• Installation of new build outs; 

• Installation of street lights. 

There will be further S278 plans for other sections of Wanborough Road not included in these plans, mainly the 
northern end of Wanborough Road from Covingham to the new Southern Connector Road. 

The contractor, Conlon, has been appointed to carry out the work, which commenced on 4th April 2022.  This work 
will be monitored by an archeologist as Wanborough Road is an historic Roman Road.  A representative from 
Conlon met with Parish Council on 30th March 2022 and confirmed that they will need to completely close 
Wanborough Road from early June 2022 for a period of 12 weeks.  Access will be maintained for all those who need 
it but there may be times where you can only access from Covingham or Wanborough direction.  The official 
diversion route while the road is closed is along the High Street and Callas Hill to Foxhill, across and down through 
Liddington to Commonhead roundabout.  

Parish Council requested a second meeting with SBC Highways Officers to discuss concerns in relation to the 
installation of the proposed street lighting.  This meeting was held on 14th April 2022 when SBC Highways Officer 
confirmed that S278 plans do not have the same consultation process as planning applications so there isn’t a 
requirement for SBC to consult with Parish Council.   However SBC Highways Officers considered Parish Council’s 
points raised and have agreed:- 

• To add baffles to the lights so that the street lights only shine downwards; 

• To look at dimming the lights down to 40%; 

• To add cycle strips to the buildouts. 

 

 

20mph Speed Zones 

Swindon Borough Council are looking to implement 20mph zones around the Borough.  
Before Parish Council confirms where we would like these 20mph zones implemented in 
the village we would like to consult and gain further information from residents. 

We have compiled a short traffic survey; please take a couple of minutes to share your 
views about traffic in Wanborough.  A link to the survey as follows:-  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/52BJYMR  

Or use the below QR Code. 

Hard copies of the survey for those who can not access it 
online are available from the Parish Clerk by e-mailing 
Clerk@wanborough.info 

 

Closing date 31st May 2022. 

 

Please note that 20mph speed zones cannot be implemented on a main road route or  
a bus route. 
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Wiltshire Police - Rural Crime 
A considerable amount of rural crime doesn't get reported.  Wiltshire Police have a rural crime unit and one of the areas that 
that they are responsible for is Wildlife Crime. 

Wildlife crime is any activity that goes against legislation protecting the UK's wild animals and plants. It can cause pain and 
suffering to animals, push species closer to extinction and can be linked to other serious crimes like firearms offences and 
organised crime. 

Wildlife law is complicated and it can be hard to know whether something is a crime and whether, or when, to involve the 
police.  

What is a wildlife crime? 

• poaching 

• coursing 

• persecution of badgers, birds and bats 

• egg theft and collection 

• collection of or trade in protected species and animal products 

• not registering animals which require a licence 

• taking protected plants 

• use of poisons, snares or explosives to kill or injure animals 

• animal cruelty 

• hunting with dogs 

• introducing invasive species 

• killing or capturing, damaging or destroying the habitat of any protected animal  

Report it 

If you think a wildlife crime is being committed then contact Wiltshire Rural Crime Unit:- 

• If a crime is happening or someone is in danger, call 999.  

• If a crime has already happened then call 101 or report via our website https://www.wiltshire.police.uk 

• You can also report wildlife crime anonymously to Crimestoppers, by calling 0800 555 111. 
 

Emma Harriman (PSCO) has agreed to restart the South Rural Community Safety Group. These are meetings where a 
representative from each Parish Council attends to discuss local rural concerns with Wiltshire Police.  Cllr Richard Angwin has 
agreed to attend these meetings as Wanborough Parish Council’s representative.  If you have anything that you wish Richard to 
raise at these meetings on your behalf then please contact the Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info   

Defibrillator Training 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Council will be holding a joint defibrillator training session for 
residents in Liddington and Wanborough Parish on Wednesday 18th May 2022 at 6pm in 
Liddington Village Hall. 

Those who have already booked a place should have received an e-mail confirming details.  If 
there is anyone else who is interested in attending then please contact the Parish Clerk who can 
confirm if there is any places available. 

 

 

 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Council which is due to be held on  Monday 23rd May 2022 at 
Wanborough Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  All residents are welcome to attend, subject to the current government guidance. 
Please note that there is currently a limit to the number of residents we can have at any meetings so please book your place 
with the Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info  

Angela Raymond, Clerk to Wanborough Parish Council 

Parish website - www.wanborough.info  

tel:999
tel:0800555111
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Village Community Walks 

The next village walk will be on Friday 27th May at 11am.  We are  hoping to be able to offer refreshments at the 
end of the walk once again subject to there being no change in covid-19 restrictions.  Below is the current sched-
ule of planned walks. Everyone is welcome to attend, please wear clothing suitable for the weather conditions.  
We look forward to seeing you there 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beanlands Pond - Restoration 

A good start has been made with the restoration of the pond at The Beanlands, opposite 
the School.  Wiltshire Wildlife Trust were initially asked to inspect the pond, but unfortu-
nately it did not meet their criteria for funding in the same way as the pond at Hooper’s 
Field.  

However, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust provided advice on what needed to be done and local 
volunteers offered help with some of the initial heavy duty clearance work. 

A special thank you to Jon Beresford, Liz Bone, Jason and Josh Swinburn, Jon Raymond and 
Peter Wilkinson who carried out the clearance work, They have done a great job and it now 

looks much better. 

Since the work has been completed two Mallard ducks 
have been spotted, plus Jon Beresford has confirmed there are Smooth Newts in the pond. 

Parish Council agreed to allocate a budget to cover the cost of reducing the height of the 
large willow tree which will now allow additional light into the pond. 

It is planned to install a new post and rope fence around the edge to replace what’s there.  
In the Autumn it will be considered if the pond can be cleared of silt and monitoring will 
then continue going forwards to maintain a good habitat for wildlife. 

 

 

 

Pond prior to restoration work 

Work in progress 

Work in progress Two Mallard Ducks  Restored pond 
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Liddington Parish Council 

Defibrillator Training 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Council will be holding a joint defibrillator training session for 
residents in Liddington and Wanborough Parish on Wednesday 18th May 2022 at 6pm in 
Liddington Village Hall. 

PROPOSAL FOR INTRODUCING A 20MPH ZONE IN THE LIDDINGTON 

The Parish Council is considering introducing a 20mph zone throughout the village as we have 
narrow roads and as a way of encouraging motorists to be aware of walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders.  This is expected to include The Street, Bell Lane, Medbourne Lane and any streets leading 
off these.  Some traffic calming structures could also be included but is unlikely to be needed 
considering they are already narrow streets.  In February 2015 there was a serious incident in 
Medbourne Lane involving cars and 2 horses with riders when the police and ambulance had to 
attend. Unfortunately, we would not be allowed to include Purley Rd (30mph) in this zone even though the speed of traffic has 
been monitored to be very excessive in many cases with some speeds well in excess of 70mph and occasionally greater than 
100mph registered on the VAS speed sign. 

Swindon Borough Council is asking for Parish Council proposals, including evidence that it is supported by the majority of 
residents, to be submitted by Friday 24th June for their consideration. Please let us know if you support this or have any 
concerns as soon as possible.  We will also be distributing a questionnaire to assess local opinion.  

This will be a topic for discussion at our Parish Council AGM at 18.30 on Wednesday 4th May so please do come along as your 
views are important. 

ALLOTMENTS 

We are beginning to get increasing interest in the allotments here at Liddington which is fantastic news.  

Yearly prices range from £50 for a whole plot, £25 for a half plot or £12.50 for a quarter plot.  

There is a water tank on site to obtain water from and we are in the process of adding additional car parking space.  

We are very fortunate to have wonderful views here too. We have a community orchard of apple, plum and greengage and 
have also added to this with more fruit trees this year including pear trees.  Plot holders are welcome to harvest from these. If 
you are interested in giving home grown fruit, veg or flowers a go, even if you want to start off small with a quarter plot, then 
come and join our welcoming community here. The site is a tranquil and relaxing space and we look forward to increasing our 
community here. 

Please contact parishclerk@liddington.org for further information as to arrange being shown around the site. 

GIGABIT FIBRE UPDATE 

Ward Cllr Sumner has announced that Phase 1 houses will be completed by May 2022 and Phase 2 by August 2022 if not 
before. 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

We currently still have a vacancy on the Parish Council.  To qualify you will need to have resided or had your principal place of 
work in the parish, or within 3 miles of it, during the whole of the 12 months prior to co-option. To find out more, please email 
the Clerk at parishclerk@liddington.org  or alternatively, speak to one of our Councillors.  

The Parish Council Annual Assembly will be held on Wednesday 4th May 2022 at 6:30pm in the Village Hall, this will then be 
followed by the Parish Council meeting. Residents are welcome to attend, following current Government guidelines. 

Alternatively, if you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, please contact the Clerk, via parishclerk@liddington.org  

Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
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Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for  March is Vince Newman - congratulations Vince   

Caroline Tams  

Your Borough Councillor update - Gary Sumner: 

Ward Surgery is 9am – 11am 28th May at Wanborough Village Hall – please call in or email 

me if you have questions on any subject. 

Gigabit Fibre – first Wanborough Homes now connected! 

 
Gigabit update:  

600 homes are now ready to apply for their new ultra-fast fibre and another 330 to go between Wanborough and 

Liddington. The majority of the scheme will be completed by May with a few areas west of Purley Road in Liddington 

as well as Badbury to follow in the next few months. 

If you’ve received an email from Openreach you can apply for the service. I’ve reminded the head at Wanborough 

primary School that they can also apply and even if you didn’t join the scheme there is every chance you can apply 

for a fibre service as your area/road is connected. 

This scheme started with a call Robert Buckland and I had in April 2020 with Openreach and we are delighted that 

with public support in terms of leaflets, banners and making pledges we will now have broadband for the 21st 

century. 

The service providers you can choose from can be found at this link https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/

fttp-providers 

A new scheme called ‘Project Gigabit’ is being scoped to cover areas such as Foxhill which have not been included and I’m still 

working on Hinton Parva & Bishopstone. 

Wanborough Traffic Calming:  

Phase 1 completed and although double yellow (well actually primrose) lines have been painted there will be a 

consultation for 6 weeks from end of April/start of May on their implementation. Painting those lines ahead of the 

consultation was a genuine mistake, however please bear in mind that without them the scheme will not work as 

planned. The contractors have done a top job of liaising with residents as they have done the work. 

Wanborough Road closure: 

The Wanborough Road will be closed for a 12 week period over the summer from early June to allow the 

construction of a new pavement, build-outs, junction into the Redlands site and narrowing of the road. The road 

contains gas and water mains, drainage and fibre and the works cannot be done without a closure which also has to 

be done under the watchful eyes of the County Archaeologist (as it’s a Roman Road). I am liaising over the diversion 

route (official and unofficial) and I’m determined that they create as little harm as possible, but inevitably there will be 

some inconvenience. It’s about 1mile further each way to get to Sainsburys (for example via Pack Hill and A419) than 

along the Wanborough Road, so I hope we will understand the short term inconvenience. This is NOT an SBC project 

but is being done by Conlon Ltd for the developers who have bought the Redlands airfield site. 

Highways News: I would thoroughly recommend signing up for the New Eastern Villages newsletter as this is a 

regular emailed newsletter which updates you on the road schemes including White Hart, Wanborough, 

Commonhead, Southern Connector Road: www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter  

 

Please call me on 01793 790814 or email me: 

 gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

 

Ridgeway Ward website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk  

https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fttp-providers
https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fttp-providers
http://www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter
mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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Wanborough Scarecrow Trail - Now on 

From 12noon Saturday 23rd April until 6pm Sunday 8th May 

The World of Nursery Rhymes 

Have you had a chance to do the trail yet?  If not, it runs over the Bank Holiday weekend and beyond, until Sunday 8th May.  
Main Trail sheets and Children’s Activity sheets can be purchased from The Plough Inn and The Brewers Arms.  All instructions 
are on the main trail sheet. 

If you complete a Main Trail sheet please post after completion (even if you haven’t got all the answers!) as we will count your 
vote for the “Favourite Scarecrow”. 

Thank you to our sponsors this year: 

1st Prize of £100 M&S vouchers: Nationwide Property Lettings 

2nd Prize of £50 Amazon vouchers: Richard James Estate Agents 

3rd Prize of £30 Amazon vouchers: Richard James Estate Agents 

Favourite scarecrow prize of £50 Hobbycraft vouchers: Bevirs Solicitors 

There are no refreshment stops on this year’s trail and the marketing of the trail has been very much reduced (normally we 
flyer drop all Swindon primary schools!) for a number of reasons: the organisers are conscious of the parking / roadwork 
activity in the High Street so to have an influx of Swindonians trying to park would not be welcome right now; sending 
thousands of paper flyers is not eco-friendly and some people still don’t want to be in crowded spaces.   Hopefully next year 
the May Day Fayre will operate again, along with the Park & Ride to ensure most traffic is kept off the High Street as more non-
villagers attend our wider publicised events.  If you and your friends/family are local please do support the trail this year to 
raise as many funds for the Wanborough Community Trust as possible and to enjoy the return of a great village event. 

Thank you so much to all our scarecrow makers and hosts this year; it is so wonderful to be bringing this event back after a 2 
year absence! 

Winners of the trail will be posted on www.wanborough.info; where you can find all the information associated with the trail. 

Next year’s event needs a small team of helpers to work with Michelle McSweeney as I will not be involved next year: the 
scarecrow trail is an easy to organise event with 2-4 people sharing the load.  Please get in touch with Michelle if you’d be 
willing to help with advertising, trial sheet design and printing, trial signage and trail refreshment stops for 2023.  Without a 
small team this event will not continue so please offer your services if you can.   Michelle can be contacted via 
email michellemcsw@gmail.com or ‘phone / text 07876 774991.  Thank you for any support villagers can provide. 

Tessa Lanstein E: tessaannlanstein@gmail.com M: 07795 057420 

Chairman Wanborough Community Trust 

Mother and Toddler group 

Opening Tuesday 26th April 2022 

Every Tuesday from 9-11am at Wanborough 

Village Hall. 

£2.50 per child includes snacks and drinks for 

children and parents. 

 

Any enquiries please contact Charlotte 07909028307 

Look forward to meeting you and your little ones very soon. 

http://www.wanborough.info/
mailto:michellemcsw@gmail.com
mailto:tessaannlanstein@gmail.com
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 Exciting News! 

The Harrow Inn has reopened! 

The Harrow Inn opened it’s doors on Good Friday, it was a perfect day, the sun was shining and streaming 

through the windows in the top bar. 

Sanjay, the new publican, is looking forward to welcoming everyone from the village and from further afield. 

Sanjay, a chef for 24 years,  is keen to rejuvenate this historic and much loved village pub. Already running The Patriot's Arms 

in Chiseldon, he brings a great deal of expertise to The Harrow Inn. 

We welcome him to Wanborough and wish him luck! 

Yellow Vetchling Flowering Season 

April and May are flowering time for our protected plant, the Yellow Vetchling. It is 

an annual pea like plant that likes to grow on chalky grassland amongst other 

wildflowers. It grows from the previous season’s seeds, which are a tiny pea 1 mm 

diameter. The plants are easy to miss as the pea shaped yellow flowers are similar to 

the meadow vetchling, arrow shaped leaves are similar to the field bindweed and 

tiny pea seed pods similar to the common vetch. All three of these plants are also 

found growing along the same stretch of verge. The plant itself is also small. 

Although it can grow to between 30 to 50 cm long it is usually no longer than 20 cm, 

the tiny twining tendrils helping it to climb among the grassy stems which are the 

same green colour. 

So, when you next take a walk past the protected verge, keep your eyes peeled and 

see if you can spot one of these tiny plants hiding amongst the grass. Last season we 

had approximately 15 plants growing in 3 places, less than 2019 as they caught a 

late frost in 2020 and many did not reach maturity. Please do not pick them, they 

need to produce seed for next year, but enjoy that they are there again this year and 

will hopefully be for many years to come. 

Anita Basevi 

Warneage Woods 

Cowslips at Warneage Woods  

Have you spotted any wildflowers around the village, let us know what you see. 
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Thomas Charles Archer 

Born at the family home in The Street, Liddington, with his twin brother John, on the 20th December 1930. The 

address at that time was No1 Council House, Liddington; built for the Highworth Rural District Council in 1914, 

just before the 1st World War. It was occupied by Grandmother Jane with Tom’s father Arthur, and later his 

mother Gertrude. 

Thomas attended Liddington Village School to the age of fourteen, starting work for Mr Hughes at Medbourne 

Farm along with brother John in 1944, working with horses and later tractors. Thomas also worked a short time 

with Mr Ford-Deacon at Wanborough and Moreton at Foxhill, later moving on to Mr Bland at Foxhill and 

Aldbourne Warren. Working with the animals and arable land with tractors. 

At this time the second World War was still going on and Thomas would have seen a lot of war time activity, with 

Army and Air Force giving Thomas a lifelong interest in Aircraft, looking to identify them as they were flying 

above; later going to local air shows at Boscombe Down, Fairford, Kemble and Wroughton. 

Thomas had a number of motor cycles over the years for riding to work and for pleasure. Tom enjoyed visiting the 

local public houses, playing darts in the league at home and away, bringing home a number of trophies. Thomas 

never travelled a lot. He did enjoy the monthly village bus trips to various places, bringing home a huge number of 

aircraft books and books of countryside interests. 

Calling all Creatives and Organisers! 

AN ARTS FESTIVAL IN WANBOROUGH? DIVE IN! 

 

Would you like to be part of a dynamic, creative team of volunteers who can plan and 
organise a small arts festival in Wanborough? 
We already have some lovely village events to look forward to during the Summer 
months, so perhaps some Winter cheer in the form of music, drama, dance, or art 
would be something to brighten hearts in  the duller months.  
 
If you are bursting to share your ideas and would love to be part of something that could add an exciting 
dimension to village life, please contact me, Kate Hudson on 07881628803 or 
kat.hudson@btinternet.com. Deadline for responses: June 4th 2022 

Really looking forward to hearing from you!  

 

mailto:kat.hudson@btinternet.com
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Wildlife Habitats 
As part of the Jubilee celebration we would like to install some additional wildlife habitats around the village open spaces.  

The Jubilee event organisers are holding a couple of workshops and invite families from Wanborough and Liddington to come 
along to make your own habitat box from a kit supplied, or if you would prefer you can decorate a box that’s already made.  
There will also be bird box kits for children to make that can be put up in gardens.  It is planned to have a display of all the 
completed boxes at the Church to view on the 3rd June 2022 before they are then put up around the village. 

Workshop dates at Hooper’s Field 

• Saturday 28th May 2022  -  10am - 11am 

• Tuesday 31st May 2022   -  4pm to 5pm 

To give an idea of numbers please send an e-mail to the Parish Clerk to confirm your interest.  Clerk@wanborough.info  

 

 

Liddington Art Group – Jubilee Exhibition 

The Liddington Art Group was formed in the 1970’s by a group of villagers interested in learning to paint under the tutelage of 

Geoff Glover. Although many of the original group are no longer with us, the art group still meets to paint and socialise on a 

Friday afternoon at Liddington Village Hall. They host an annual exhibition to display their hard work and show off their 

progress. It is also an opportunity to allow the public to vote on their favourite picture. The winning artist receives the Joan 

Basevi Trophy, which is given in memory of Joan as one of the founding members. 

This year the Art group have decided to host their exhibition across 2 sites as part of the Jubilee celebrations.  

• At St Andrews Church Wanborough on 3rd June the church is to be open in the afternoon as part of Wanborough’s Big 

Picnic at Church Meadow. 

• At Liddington village Hall on 5th June, the hall is to be open in the afternoon as part of Liddington’s Street Party on the 

playing field. 

The team have kindly offered to donate a percentage of their sales of pictures at St Andrews to the church roof fund, so please 

pop along and support them.  

The art group currently have spaces available for artists of any ability and have just started a pastel drawing class, which is run 

separately. If you are interested and would like to find out more, please contact Rosemary on 01793 490977. 

Jubilee Events - Funding 

Two grants have been successfully gained to fund the Jubilee events in 

Wanborough.   

The first is from The Old Boilers, who will be helping to fund the Jubilee 

“Picnic in the Park” on Friday 3rd June 2022.  

The second is from Awards 4 All Lottery Fund, who will be funding the Wildlife Habitats, a new Beacon and 

the Jubilee “Picnic in the Park” on Friday 3rd June 2022.   

The aim of both grants is to support the overall community feel and spirit of the events. 
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Want to receive a soft copy of the Lyden? 

If you live in Wanborough Parish and you wish to receive the Lyden by e-mail rather than a hard copy delivered through 

your door then please complete the consent form which  can be downloaded as a word document from the Parish website 

www.wanborough.info, under “Information” then “Lyden” or e-mail Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info who can send 

the form to you. 

Bishopstone Gardening Club 

At the April meeting of the gardening clubs we welcomed Helen Picton from the Picton Garden and 

Old Court Nursery. This is a family run business going back three generations specialising in 

Michaelmas Daisies where they house the ‘National Collection’ of over 435 varieties. Helen led us 

through the history of the plants and their origins from North America and Italy way back in the 

1600’s. After many ups and downs in popularity there is now a resurgence of interest to fill the 

‘colour gap’ in the autumn with a wide variety of colours and heights to brighten our gardens. A 

very interesting and lively talk with Helen’s enthusiasm inspired several converts in the assembled company. 

 

 

The annual plant sale is on May 14th in Bishopstone Village Hall, 10 until 11.30am, all welcome. 

If you have any plants that can donated the hall will be open by 8.30am 

Contact Chris Thomas 07789 414147 for any enquires.  
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Neighbourhood watch 

I recently attended an on-line training session focused on ‘What makes a community that cares.’ 

There were a number of things we do in Liddington and Wanborough mentioned in the debates 

including; coffee mornings, lunch clubs, litter picks and community walks. But are we really a 

community that cares? Sadly, I heard recently of a family moving away because they did not feel 

we were a community at all! 

One of the things discussed was the concept of loneliness. You do not need to be alone to feel 

lonely. Something as simple as saying hello to a stranger can make a huge difference to their day. 

The idea of a positivity tree took me back to the first lock down when some children put pictures of rainbows in the bus shelter 

at the top of Kite Hill. Their gesture to reach out when we were shut in was such a simple thing and made a big difference to 

me at the time. This was similar to the concept of a positivity tree. If we were to have a positivity tree, where would you want it 

to be? 

• What would you be willing to do to make ours a community that cares? Here are some other ideas put forward; 

• Set up and be part of a calling tree. Ring 3 people and check they are OK once a month 

• We have already got the makings of community gardens in both Liddington and Wanborough. Consider making them a 

social meeting space? 

• Adopt a local green space and keep it clear of rubbish. 

• Get to know your neighbours, say hello and invite them round for a cuppa. 

• Host a fund-raising event. 

• Set up a shared hobby club. 

• ‘Adopt’ a grandparent/grandchild 

Remember that our public buildings are available to use and benefit by being used. That includes our Churches, Hoopers Field 

and the Village Halls. 

Anita Basevi 

CHISELDON LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 18th May, in the Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. Dr. Chris Scott will talk on the subject of “John 
Churchill – Duke of Marlborough”. This is sure to be a fascinating talk on the statesman and soldier of the late 17th and early 
18th Century. He was a key player in many of the well-known events of the period, including the Monmouth Rebellion, the 
Glorious Revolution and of course the Battle of Blenheim. Victory in the latter was rewarded by the construction of Blenheim 
Palace near Woodstock. He and his family also had a stormy relationship with Queen Anne and her courtiers. 

Meetings are now open to all at a cost of £1 per attendee. A schedule of meetings for the whole of 2022 is in place, with 
speakers confirmed each month through to November. The schedule will be published on the website (see below). 

Our website www.chiseldonlhg.org.uk is being revamped – news of meetings and other events will be published here when 
available. If you are experienced in either web site design or facebook page set-up and would like to help, then please contact 
us. It would be much appreciated! 

Chiseldon Museum 

The museum is now open for the 2022 season, on every Saturday from 2-4 p.m. until the end of September. We have new 
displays on the History of the Burderop Estate, famous entertainers who appeared at Chiseldon Camp, and on local Churches 
and Chapels. We also celebrate H.M. The Queen’s platinum jubilee with a look at royal links to the parish through the years. 

Elaine Jones (01793 740784)     Keith Parsons (01793 741346) 

Email: info@chiseldonlhg.org.uk 

about:blank
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SING A CAPELLA SATURDAYS AT WANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 

How many people out there enjoy a good holler in the shower, rocking 

along with your favourite track in the car or warbling to the radio whilst 

cooking? Very many of you I bet!  

However I wonder how many of you are aware of just how good it is for 

your mental & physical wellbeing and what fabulous fun singing with 

others is. 

The many benefits include: lowering Cortisol levels (our stress hormone) 

and releasing endorphins (our ‘feel good’ ones) and it leaves you with a 

sense of levity and contentedness. 

Other physical effects are also to be recommended; it increases lung capacity and boosts the immune 

system (particularly helpful currently for those who have been affected by Covid), improves circulation 

and enhances memory 

When singing with a group of people, you learn how to subsume yourself into a group consciousness 

because a capella singing is all about the immersion of the self into the community. It is a truly fabulous 

feeling to stop being ‘me’ for a little while and to become ‘us’. That way lies empathy, the great social 

virtue. 

Our Natural Voice ethos is all about celebrating the voice you were born with rather than trying to train it 

to an ideal of perfection. Inclusion is central to our principles and we take care to make sure everyone can 

access our singing sessions equally. We are committed to a culture of inclusion and connectedness. 

Our 4 person team lead Community Choirs & workshops throughout the UK and are skilled at getting 

people singing confidently & joyfully. We teach song parts concurrently so there is no waiting around – 

we’ll have you singing pop, folk, gospel and songs from around the world in glorious harmony in minutes! 

There are no auditions, no solo singing and no need to read music – we’ll teach you everything simply by 

ear. 

Our next workshop will be on SATURDAY 14th MAY 2 til 4 at WANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL  Cost £15 to 

include word sheets & refreshments 

These words from Brian Eno sum up our feelings about raising our voices together: 

‘I truly believe that singing is the key to long life, a good figure, a stable temperament, increased 

intelligence, new friends, super self-confidence, heightened sexual attractiveness and a better sense of 

humour!’ 

To book your place & for payment details please contact: 

Vicky Sweeney 

vickysingtastic@outlook.com 

07593833943         http://www.singtastic.co.uk/ 

Job Vacancy 

Assistant Parish Clerk 

Wanborough Parish Council are seeking to employ a part-time Assistant Clerk to support the Parish Clerk & RFO. 

This is a new position, working from home for 16 hours a week. If you are interested in applying for the position 

please e-mail a copy of your CV and covering letter to the Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info by Friday 6th May 

2022. We plan to hold interviews in May 2022. 

A copy of the job description can be found on the Parish website 

www.wanborough.info 

mailto:vickysingtastic@outlook.com
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#Make a Difference to someone’s life today by choosing a 

rewarding and worthwhile career in Social Care. 

There is a consistent need for naturally caring and 

compassionate people to join the Social Care Sector. We can 

offer a variety of different job roles, varied hours of work with 

plenty of service providers across the Swindon Community. 

Whether you are looking to work in a Residential Care Facility 

or out in the wider Community, we need you now!  

Providing support to adults who have Physical and Learning 

Disabilities, those who have Dementia and need Sensory 

support, someone to listen, to care and be there – that’s what 

we need.  

Previous experience is not required, as you will receive the 

very best regulated training support, further educational 

opportunities and on-job coaching to get your career started. 

For more information on current job opportunities visit 

www.icarecareers.co.uk  or call us on 01793 317545 
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Advertise here 

For 

£80 per annum 
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LYDEN MAGAZINE CONTACTS 

Editorial: Angela             e.mail - lydenmagazine@gmail.com           

 

Advertising:                  Lorna               email - lydenadvertsing@gmail.com 

 

Subsciptions /              Anita & John   email - lydensubs@gmail.com 

Distribution: 

 

Announcments:          Anita                email - lydenannounce@gmail.com 

 

Please note: Copy date for the next Lyden is 14th May 2022 .  Please send your articles to e-mail 

Lydenmagazine@gmail.com  

May 2022 

In 1885 a new Jefferies novel called ‘After London’ was published. It describes a world far off into the future after some 

unnamed catastrophe has wiped out much of the population and nature has all but eradicated traces of human life. The book 

is a bit of a departure from Jefferies’ normal writing and, published ten years before H. G. Wells’ ‘The Time Machine’,  has 

been described as the first modern post-apocalyptic novel, telling a tale of life for those few who survive the apocalypse, an 

idea which we see today in everything from ‘Mad Max’ movies to ‘The Walking Dead’.  

“On a bright May morning, the sunlight, at five o'clock, was pouring into a room which face the east at the ancestral home of 

the Aquilas. In this room Felix, the eldest of the three sons of the Baron, was sleeping. The beams passed over his head, and lit 

up a square space on the opposite whitewashed wall, where, in the midst of the brilliant light, hung an ivory cross. There were 

only two panes of glass in the window, each no more than two or three inches square, the rest of the window being closed by 

strong oaken shutters, thick enough to withstand the stroke of an arrow. 

In the daytime one of these at least would have been thrown open to admit air and light. They did not quite meet, and a streak 

of sunshine, in addition to that which came through the tiny panes, entered at the chink. Only one window in the house 

contained more than two such panes (it was in the Baroness's sitting-room), and most of them had none at all. The glass left by 

the ancients in their dwellings had long since been used up or broken, and the fragments that remained were too precious to 

be put in ordinary rooms. When larger pieces were discovered, they were taken for the palaces of the princes, and even these 

were but sparingly supplied, so that the saying ‘he has glass in his window’ was equivalent to ‘he belongs to the upper ranks’.” 

The story, as you can tell from the passage, is a sort of ‘medieval’ tale set among the descendants of survivors, but what 

dominates the work is Jefferies’ passion for nature, where his imagination, combined with his understanding of the natural 

world, paints a picture of how nature takes over again when humans make a mess of things. In the book, London is reduced to 

a toxic swamp which people avoid at all costs, but generally the world is a 

greener place. Jefferies does a good job of predicting how the world might be 

if we could share the space with nature a bit more, predating the current idea 

of ‘wilding’ or ‘rewilding’ by a hundred and thirty years. Reassuringly, although 

‘After London’ does have plenty of politics and inter-clan troubles, it doesn’t 

suggest that the world of the future will be full of sun-crazed Australians or 

people raised from the dead with serious bodily hygiene problems. 

 

Photograph: Nature returns to the rewilded estate at Knepp Castle in East 

Sussex.   
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Privacy Statement 

1.The Lyden Magazine needs to keep a small amount of personal data about its subscribers to enable the correct delivery and renewal of 

subscriptions. 2.We will collect, store, use, amend, share, destroy or delete personal data only in ways which protect people’s privacy and 

comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation. 3. We will only collect the following information: 

Name and Address for delivery 4. We will provide individuals with details of the data we have about them or amend or delete when 

requested by the relevant individual.5. We will keep all personal data secure. 6. We will not share any personal data with third parties or 

individuals outside of the Lyden distribution team. 

The Joke Box 

Now. 
What do we want? 
Time traveller jokes. 
When do we want them? 
 
 I just used the vcuum clener on my keybord. Brillint! 
 
 I recently entered a swimming gala and won the 25m butterfly. What am I going to 

do with an insect that big? 
 
 When I was at school, my parents could only afford a second-hand calculator which 

was missing the 'X' button...........times were hard! 
 
 When I was young, I wanted to be a Gregorian Monk, but I never got the chants. 
 
Keep smiling all! 
The Village Joker 

St. Andrew’s Church Wanborough 

The Church is currently looking for volunteers for cleaning, please contact Gill Brown (07771 600162) 

confirming you are able to help, many thanks in advance. 

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough.         

If anyone wishes to have a name recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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The HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available, full PPE 

A & B Domestic Appliances 
Guaranteed repairs to washing machines and    

tumble driers. A genuine professional repair service. 

Contact Andrew Matthews at: 

E: aandbdomestic@gmail.com 

Tel: 01793 536332   Mobile: 07850 665925 
 

11 Farman Close, Eldene, Swindon, SN3 6DP 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

PAUL  BISHOP 
 

Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates 

Competitive prices 

 
1 Manor View, Liddington 

Call Paul on 790768 / mobile 07770 751275 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

